
 
Paw Prints 
         And 

WoolKlippings 
 
Volume 31. No. 6 
June, 2007 

A Monthly Journal of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, Fort Dodge, Iowa 
And Good Shepherd Episcopal Church, Webster City, Iowa 

 
St. Mark’s Web Site: stmarksfd.org                                                                                                                                      Good Shepherd’s Web site: goodshepherdwc.org 
Peg Jackson: mjack@frontiernet.net                                                                                                                                           Web Master: cmokle@yahoo.com 

Church Phone: 515-576-2019          St. Mark’s Fax: 515-576-0632          Fr. Jackson: 515-571-6836 
   

 
 
 
 
 

A PRIEST PONDERS 
 

 
My family was gathered in Estes Park for a weekend vacation. At least ten times each day, one of us would look 
out the window or come in from the deck and, flatlanders that we are, say, “Yup, they’re still there.”  “They,” of 
course, were the mountains, and we felt a little silly as we said those words, but mountains are so overpowering 
in their size, their strength, and their seeming permanence, that we just couldn’t help being impressed.  My own 
head and heart have always thought of the mountains as a metaphor for the presence of God; all-pervading, but 
never intruding unless invited. This time was no exception. 
 
One morning, as I sat on the porch with my coffee and my journal, I realized that the mountains were not 
always the same or at least did not always look the same.  The light and shadow as the sun passed by changed 
their color and shape, if not from moment to moment, at least from hour to hour.  The clouds sometimes hid 
completely the farthest, snow-covered peaks, but moments later, when the clouds had passed, they were once 
again in plain sight. When the thunderheads rolled by, it was almost as if the distant cones were gone forever. 
When the storm was over, there they were again, changing, yet always the same. 
 
How odd, I thought, that this metaphor for God, who is and was and always will be, seems to be so unsettled. 
Does it mean that my metaphor is wrong, or that my idea of the permanence of God is a mistake?  So I 
pondered.  I remembered the endless discussions in seminary classes and in the coffee shop there – discussions 
about the nature of God.  Was God really omniscient?  Omnipresent?  Was God the same today as yesterday?  
Was God truly good?  If so, how can we explain the evil and the seeming randomness of life?  And if God is not 
those things, how and why would we choose to submit and worship such a being? On and on the words flowed, 
the arguments simmered, the lack of clarity continued.  
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That being said, the changing face of the mountains of my metaphor set me to thinking.  I realized that it is not 
the mountains that change, but my perception of them that does. So it is also true that our perception of God 
changes as we “increase in wisdom and in years,” as it says in scripture.  The child’s absolute trust and faith in a 
loving, ever-present God is something we might envy as we become more cynical and inured to goodness in the 
world.  On the other hand, the child’s view needs to expand in order to allow us to relate to that loving and ever-
present God in a way that brings us nearer to the immensity and complexity of how we are created in God’s 
image. 
 
Yes, the mountains are still there.  I am not.  I am back home in the flatlands, and glad to be here, I might add.  
My memory of how they look will fade with time. And the truth is that God is still here as well. No matter how 
I might try to turn away, no matter how much I might want to mold God in my image, the truth is that God is 
loving and ever-present.  Any variation in that is my doing, not God’s.  
 
 
 
        Fr. Peg+   
  
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to The Human Needs Commission and Upper Des Moines Opportunity.  The annual rummage 
sale and raffle was a tremendous success.  Proceeds from the sale and raffle, of $1,950.40 will benefit the 
Baby’s Room.  Many thanks for all the time, effort, donations and baked goods that contributed to the success 
of this project.  Thanks to the Community Service Volunteers from Upper Des Moines for packing and moving 
the items not sold.  The unsold items delivered to Upper Des Moines and Goodwill will benefit the community.  
Thank you Choice Printing.   
 
Linda Davis, the winner of the iPod, sent a card with the following message.  “Thank you for the great prize I 
won on your recent raffle.  I love the iPod.  My son put some Christian songs on it for me, and I listened to it on 
a little trip to Des Moines.  Thanks again and God Bless.” 
 

 

 



 
 
 

“WOOLKLIPPINGS”  
FROM GOOD SHEPHERD 

 
 
After church on June 3rd, Good Shepherd has committed to food packaging 3600 meals for the 
Kiwanis project, “Kids Against Hunger”.  These dry packaged meals are shipped to Tanzania, 
distributed to people in need and reconstituted with water to serve nutritious meals to prevent 
starvation.  Children 3rd grade and up are invited to participate with adult supervision. 
 
Floyd and Kathy Hammer from Union Iowa spend several months of the year in Tanzania overseeing 
the project.  The meals are shipped by boat; volunteers meet the boat to unload and barge the meals 
down the river.  The meals do not go through government channels.  St. Thomas Aquinas Church in 
Webster City has sisters from Tanzania living in Webster City, who attest to the fact that the meals 
get where they are needed.  Our local contacts are John and Ramona Zahn. 
 
Good Shepherd Saints voted to spend $540 for the food costs of the meal packaging.  St. Mark’s 
children are invited to participate in this great project. 
 
Please let Deb Leksell know if you are able to commit to an hour and a half after church on Sunday, 
June 3rd for this great project.  We need 4-17 people.  A couple people will need to stay for clean-up 
and take the packaging equipment back to the bridge. 
 
Also, on Saturday, June 2nd, 4 people are needed at 3:00 to pick up the packaging equipment from 
the Bridge.  Of course, the “more the merrier”.  Small children in attendance can play outside at the 
playground during this time. 
 
 
 
St. Margaret’s Guild of Good Shepherd (all members) distributed the following outreach funds Sunday, May 
13th. 
 
Kids Against Hunger – $540.00 
Hamilton County Hospice/Respite - $250.00 
Youth and Family Services - $500.00 
Ecumenical Human Needs Committee - $1,000.00 
Domestic/Sexual Assault Outreach Center - $150.00 
Church of the Damascus Road - $150.00 
$1,000 will follow to the Deep Water Well project for Swaziland 
 
 
Proud Mother Nancy Whaley: Joe Whaley made the Dean’s list at University of Northern Iowa.  He is 
home this summer working in the kitchen at Hamilton Hospital. 
 
 
Cindy Hoveland graduated from Iowa Central Community College and passed her nursing boards.  
She is now a registered nurse and begins working next week at Hamilton Hospital. 
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